A comparison of patient populations between two types of military primary care health clinics.
A cross-sectional survey was conducted of 993 patients treated at either a Primary Care for the Uniformed Services health clinic or a nearby free-standing primary care health clinic operated directly by the Army Medical Department. The study found the clinics significantly different in terms of the patients' age, race and the sponsors' ranks. The clinics were not significantly different in terms of the patients' sex, medical diagnosis, and visit status. This study recommends that the location, capabilities, staffing, and operations of primary health care clinics be contingent on the characteristics of the patient population. Also, additional research should be conducted to identify other significant patient characteristics.